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RELAYS W F Cooke, C Wheatstone and E 
Davy (UK) 


Telegraph Bell Relay 
Telegraph Signal Relay 


The first patent was taken out by Edward Davy in 1838 (British Patent No 7719) *I claim the mode 
of making telegraph signals or communications from one distant place to another by employement of 
relays of metallic circuits brought into operation by electric currents’. In 1837 (British Patent No 7390) 
Cooke and Wheatstone described an electromagnetic relay device for bringing a local battery at the 
distant station into action to sound an alarm bell there, However, Davy was described by Fakie as 
working on telegraphy as early as 1836 and entered an opposition to Cooke and Wheatstone’s 1837 
application for a patent, but the patent was granted. Morse in the USA is credited with a patent in 1840 
(US Patent No 1647) which is apparently similar to Davy’s patent. 


SOURCE: Note by British Science Museum, London. 
SEE ALSO: A History of Electric Telegraphy in the Year 1837 by J J Fakie (London, 1884) 


A Biographical Dictionary of Scientists by T 1 Williams (London: Adam and Charles Black) (Sir W 
Fothergill Cooke) p 114 (1969) 


